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A non-periodical magazine published in Arabic. It publishes various topics and
research related to numismatics, postage stamps, medals, paper money and

historical documents.
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It is possible to communicate with the management of the journal to publish
topics and research in Arabic by communicating directly through the website or

through e-mail, and topics can be also received in both English and French.
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Website: www.arabcollector.com
Email: arabcollector@gmail.com
Facebook: ArabCollector
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Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)

You are free to:

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Under the following terms:

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if
changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the
licensor endorses you or your use.

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

NoDerivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the

modified material.
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Editorial Note: Issue 23 &24 , 10th Year

When we published the first issue ofThe Arab Collector (Al-Mugqtani Al-Arabi) in
May 2016, we were five friends united by a passion for rare coins and stamps that tell
a story, and by an idea that perhaps seemed beyond our capabilities at the time: to

provide the Arab collector with a reliable resource.
Ten years have passed since that moment.

When we settled on the name “The Arab Collector” instead of the initial “Coins and
Stamps,” we didn’t know that with this choice we were setting the boundaries of an
ambition far greater than we had imagined. We didn’t know that our small digital
magazine would one day find its place in national libraries, that its issues would be
discussed in international forums, that it would receive its own ISBN, and that one
of its founders would deliver the first lecture in Arabic before the American

Numismatic Association.

This special issue (23 and 24) is no ordinary issue. It is a milestone where we pause
to look back with gratitude and look forward with confidence. In this issue, we
celebrate ten years of quiet, cumulative work that has produced encyclopedias,
research and academic series, a digital library, a next-generation laboratory, and a
global academic distribution initiative. We also celebrate every researcher who has
contributed their writing, every enthusiast who has entrusted us with their
confidence, and every reader who has remained with us from the first issue to this

day.

The Arab Collector has never been just a magazine—it has always been a message.
And its message today remains the same as it was at the beginning: that every
artifact has a story worth telling, and that the Arab collector deserves a platform that

reflects their passion.

Thank you for a decade of trust.

Sincerely,
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One hundred and fifteen years

after New Zealand’s the first
‘Full  Face Queen’ postage
stamps were issued, the 1970
definitive set containing depic-
tions of three butterflies and
three moths appeared. A set of
six stamps with the lowest val-
ues within this series of defini-
tive stamps was printed by Har-
rison and Sons Ltd. London
using the photogravure process.
Issued 2nd September 1970,
these definitive stamps offer a
good area of research because
they have many errors and vari-
ations

(Figure 1).

So, 2025 sees the 55th anniver-
sary of one New Zealand most
intriguing  definitive  issues,
which may be of great interest
to thematic philatelists. New
Zealand has a long tradition of

THe Arab CollecToR |

Vladimir Kachan
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Figure 1 - Pictorial definitive stamps of New Zealand 1970 depicting butterflies and moths

showcasing its flora, fauna and
natural beauty through the me-
dium of postage stamps. In No-
vember 1967, the Postmaster
General announced that a new

Special Issue | ols sue

set of pictorial stamps would be
issued in 1970.

A competition was to hold by
the Post Office to find artistic tal-
ent for the designing of New

May / June 2026 | Y+Y1 g1/ 9olo




Zealand’s next definitive stamp
issue in 1970. Planning for the is-
sue began with the setting up of
an Advisory Committee to con-
sider and recommend themes,
designs and designers. The Com-
mittee organized a two-stage
competition in which 88 com-
petitors submitted 333 designs.
The number of designers was
eventually whittled down to
three and the designers pro-
duced their final works.

Artist Earl Hingston participat-
ed in a nation-wide competition
to design new postage stamps
in the late 1960s. The New Zea-
land Post Office selected him as
one of ten finalists and gave him
theme “butterflies” for his en-
tries. Here his first artwork was
an image of the Monarch butter-
fly (Figure 2).

The Monarch (Danaus plexippus)
is probably the best-known but-
terfly in New Zealand, originally
from North America and first re-
corded here in the mid-1800s. Itis
considered a native because it
flew to NZ.

Figure 3 - Earl Hingston’s unaccepted design for three cents definitive painted Figure 4 -~

SEFRLATES VRN A T o TS I ST

+ s EEaLasD aun T SRR A T e

P LeAREH ' AFFERSS Ml ELACE FLATE

His next artwork was a depiction
of the painted lady butterfly. The
artist’s authorship is confirmed
by a mark on the back of the art-
work (Figure 3) & (Figure 4).

y " A
P = 3

lady butterfly stamp of New Zealand)
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Figure 2 — Earl Hingston’s
unaccepted design for two cents
definitive Monarch butterfly

stamp of New Zealand

The back of a 1969 artwork with a note attributing the drawing to

the artist Earl Hingston
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The painted lady butterfly (Va- copper butterfly  definitive

nessa kershawi) is a seasonal vis- stamp (issued as % cent) is  Figure 7 - Original design by Enid Hunter with
itor to New Zealand from east- known (Figure 7). common copper butterfly for the 1970 New
ern Australia, arriving most years
in spring. Another butterfly de-
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Zealand definitive series

r 3
q

picted by the artist in two ver- | "L 1000 gise llory D dentaparing B by v M;,p.. Dsmrvwerie-tir
sions is the Red Admiral (Figure L

|
5) & (Figure 6). In this instance, ’
none of Earl’s designs were cho- 2
sen for publication. '
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Figure S - Earl Hingston’s unaccepted design for ]
1

two and a half cents definitive Red Admiral | Lt TS b5
I VET S B3
butterfly stamp ‘
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Butterfly Lycaena
salustius or the
common copper
is endemic to
New Zealand. The o
common copper T
stands out from
other butterflies
Wlth itS brlght PHOTOGRAVURE STAMP SPECIALISTS
copper wings and
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HARRISON AND SONS LIMITED
7, Cavendish Square, London, W.1.

Figure 6 - Earl Hingston’s unaccepted design for

four cents definitive Red Admiral butterfly stamp occurs in open
country (Figure

8).
The butterfly stamps issued in )

half, one and two cent were de-

signed by Miss Enid Hunter. They

are all the same small vertical g e 5 New Zealand
format, in each case showing a 1960 imperforate proof on

topside, opened wing view. The
designs use astrong background
colour to achieve what is actual-
ly quite a striking appearance.
Enid Hunter’s original design for
two and a half cents common

The Arab CollecTor |

Harrison and Sons
presentation card with
image of common copper

butterfly

Special Issue | ols sue
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The New Zealand Red Admiral
butterfly or Vanessa gonerilla is
considered the most beautiful
and its red and blue colours on a
dark background are truly sym-
bolic of New Zealand. In this rea-
son Enid Hunter designed the
original design for three cents
Red Admiral butterfly definitive
stamp (issued as 1 cent) (Figure

9).

Red Admiral butterfly overwin-
ter as adults and surviving up to
nine months. Enid Hunter’s orig-
inal artwork for one cent beauti-
ful Red Admiral pictorial defini-
tive stamp is known (Figure 10).

RED ADMIRAL BUTTERFLY

Figure 10 — Final artwork by Enid Hunter for one
cent definitive stamp with image Red Admiral

butterfly

1€ Bl ptusbute
|

bfa— = Uivers (] ebute

-

il
@®
ot
<
S

-U!lﬂ

A a‘ miral

- i
Ked

Butterfl

Figure 9 - Original design by Enid Hunter with Red Admiral butterfly for the 1970 New Zealand

definitive series

Enid Hunter also designed the
original design for four cents
common tussock butterfly de-
finitive stamp (issued as 2 cents)
(Figure 11).

NZ- U4 pt black
Usnue(s 69 |

pA— ) L
Speclmen - bDonaatton M g WE Lt Sr:}‘ |
= " L .
Beoket - BublerFtes aConiman Maths efFNZ
Goskin

Figure 11 - Original design by Enid Hunter with common tussock butterfly for the 1970 New

Zealand definitive series
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The common tussock butterfly
or Argyrophenga antipodum is
endemic species, occurring only
throughout eastern and south-
ern South Island. They have a
slow, floppy flight in open areas
where the tussocks dominate.
The species is characterized by
an absence of any lines of brown
scales across the colour patches
(Figure 12).

.TUSSOCK BUTTERFLY

Figure 12 - Original artwork by Enid Hunter for
issued two cents pictorial definitive stamp with

image common tussock butterfly
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Another artist, Miss Eileen Mayo,
also entered the public competi-
tion organized by the Post Office
for the designing of New Zea-
land’s definitive stamp issue in

e ey [ '-‘),
f ‘

j i i
[ f

il

Figure 13 - Pencil sketch of Forest ringlet butterfly
by Eileen Mayo

1970. At the first stage of the
competition in 1968, she submit-
ted the theme “Butterflies and
Moths of New Zealand” as pen-
cil sketches for pictorial defini-

Figure 14 - Pencil sketch of Red Admiral butterfly

by Eileen Mayo

tive stamps and with this theme
she advanced to the second
stage of the competition
(Figure 13), (Figure 14) , (Figure
15).

Figure 15 - Pencil sketch of Boulder copper
butterfly by Eileen Mayo

In the second stage of the com-
petition, Eileen Mayo submitted
her elaborate artworks of Forest

Figure 16 - Unaccepted original artwork by Eileen
Mayo for two and a half cents pictorial definitive
stamp of New Zealand with image of Forest
ringlet butterfly

THe Arab CollecTor |

ringlet, Red Admiral and Boulder
copper butterflies, but they
were not accepted (Figure 16),

New Zealand

Figure 17 - Unaccepted original artwork by Eileen
Mayo for three cents pictorial definitive stamp of

New Zealand with image of Red Admiral butterfly

pecial Issue | ols sue

(Figure 17) , (Figure 18).

SMALL COPPER BUTTERFLIES

ANHANKHOd B

Figure 18 - Unaccepted original artwork by Eileen
Mayo for four cents pictorial definitive stamp of
New Zealand with image of Boulder copper
butterfly
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Forest ringlet or Dodonidia
helmsii is a strong-flying butter-
fly with dark brown and orange
stripes; widespread in both
North and South Islands but sel-
dom seen. It is found in low to
moderate altitude forests up to
the tree-line, especially around
open forest clearings where the
bush tussock foodplants grow.
Boulder copper or Lycaena
boldenarum butterfly is the
smallest of the New Zealand
coppers with wingspan about 20
mm, frequentsriverbeds, stream
edges and shingle beds, where it
sunning itself on stones, from
which it absorbs heat. The male
shimmers with aniridescent pur-
ple hue, while the female has a
more coppery colour.

At the same time, other
artworks by Eileen Mayo depict-
ing three species of New Zea-
land moths were accepted and,
after detailed revision, recom-
mended for publication. Among
them is the magpie moth. The
magpie moth or Nyctemera an-
nulata is endemic to New Zea-
land and found in all parts of the
country (Figure 19).

w TUPEKE

MAGPIE MOTH

Figure 19 - Preliminary artwork by Eileen Mayo

with image of the magpie moth
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The adult moth has black wings patches on a silver background,
is endemic to New Zealand
(Figure 22).
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with white markings on both the
forewings and hindwings
(Figure 20).
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MIAGPIE MOTH

Figure 22 — Preliminary drawing by Eileen Mayo

with the image of two flying zebra lichen moths

It is found only in the South Is-
land and Stewart Island (Figure
23).
Figure 20 - Preliminary artwork by Eileen Mayo
with image of the magpie moth with caterpillar
The magpie moth is diurnal | PRER R G
which, coupled with its colourful
markings means it is often mis-
taken for a butterfly (Figure 21).

1
TAWHANA N |

‘New Zeal a“ni;.d*;

Figure 23 - Preliminary artwork by Eileen Mayo

with the image of zebra lichen moth

Figure 21 - Accepted original artwork by Eileen
Mayo for two and a half cents pictorial definitive
stamp of New Zealand with image of the magpie

moth

Another design developed is ze-
bra lichen moth. Declana egre-
gia, commonly called zebra li-
chen moth with dark brown

Special Issue | ol& sus
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Adults can be seen resting on
tree trunks, well disguised
amongst lichen (Figure 24).

Figure 24 - Accepted original artwork by Eileen
Mayo for three cents pictorial definitive stamp of

New Zealand with the image of zebra lichen moth

The third design developed is
the puriri moth. It is New Zea-
land’s largest moth, with a wing-
span of up to 150 mm.

The puriri moth (Aenetus
virescens), is endemic to the
North Island of New Zealand
(Figure 25). The forewings gen-

Figure 25 - Pencil sketch of the puriri moth by

Eileen Mayo

The Arab CollecTor |

erally exhibit a range of bright

greens, with patterning of

brownish black in females and a

white pattern in males. The hind
wings are a pinkish col-
our (Figure 25).

Adults live only a few
days at most, generally
being most active at
dusk and night time
when they mate and lay
eggs (Figure 26)

Lepidoptera is one of
most species-rich insect
orders in New Zealand,
which include a high
rate of endemic spe-
cies. This rich biodiversi-
ty includes 25 species of

PEPETUNA
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Figure 26 — Preliminary artwork by Eileen Mayo

with the image of puriri moth

definitive stamp of New Zealand with the image of puriri moth

~ Figure 27 - Accepted original artwork by Eileen Mayo for four cents pictorial
|

butterflies and 150 species
of moths. Some of these
species, to the delight of
thematic philatelists, we
can see in the designs of
New Zealand artists. All
New Zealand butterfly and
moth stamp designs on dis-

play are held at the New Zealand

Special Issue | ols sue

Post Archive at Te Papa Museum
in Wellington.

The author is always happy to
share his research on the theme
of butterflies and moths with in-
terested philatelists by email:
vladimir.kachan.1958@gmail.com
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Stamps 6 and 12 - small overprint
Stamps 3, 9, 11,17, 18, 22, 24 & 27 - damaged letters
Stamp 13 - raised and damaged ‘R’ in "ARMY"
Stamp 29 - exclamation mark Instead of ‘I in "OFFICIAL’
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*Sudan stamps and postal Stationery of 1867 to 1970 by MAJOR E.C.W Stagg.
*sudan stamps collecting group (Facebook).

*Sudan study group (sudanstamps.uk).

*Wikipedia
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Antonio Geada
Qatar/Portugal

One of my favourite themes is aerophilately, with particular interest in Middle East. This, of course
would be too vast a theme for a short contribution to the Arab Collectors journal, but | believe it is still
worthy of a short story with selected items. Although aerophilately is generally concerned with air
mail postal history, | will take a slightly different approach. Using air mail and stamps | shall look at the
development of aviation and a little of the history associated in the region.

First Flight in the Middle East
(January 4, 1911)

The story starts with the sup-
posed first recorded flight in the
Middle East (January 4, 1911).
This record goes to Mr. Charles
Ritchie. He was working for the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company at
Abdan (today in Iran). His job
was mainly inspecting the pipe-
lines for leaks, which required
long days riding on horse back.
Having heard of the success of
the Wright brothers first flight
and later of a a French man - Mr.
Blériot - first international flight,
he ordered one of Blériot mono-
planes and set about to build it,
and subsequently try to fly,
without any lessons or flight
knowledge. Needless to say, he
was not very successful. But
since he did succeed in getting
airborne, the record goes to
him.
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First Airmail from England to
Australia (November 12, 1919)

The Vickers Vimy was the first
aircraft to connect England to
Australia and with it, the first Air
Mail received in Australia.

This flight stimulated aviation in
Australia, resulting in Qantas be-
ing established in November
1920.

The aircraft was also the first to
complete the flight from Eng

1911 - A Blériot XI Monoplane
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1919a - Hand stamp applied to letters by Capt
Smith
land to Australia in under 30
days piloted by Australian pilots,
Captain Ross MacPherson Smith
and Lieutenant Keith MacPher-
son Smith and mechanics Ser-
geant W.H. Shiers and J.M Ben-
nett. The pilots were also
knighted for their efforts, and
the mechanics
received med-
als.
: The England to
" Australia flight
took off from
Hounslow

Heath Aero-
drome near
London at
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08:30 on the 12th November
1919 with the final touchdown in
Darwin, Australian at 15:00 on
the 10th of December 1919. They
flew for a combined 135 hours
and 55 minutes.

Zeppelin LZ 127 First Flight to
the Middle East (March 24,1929)
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The Zeppelin operation was sub-
sidised with the issue of stamps
as demonstrated by the two
Egyptian stamps below.

Along the flight, additional mail

was Co”ected along the route Captain Sir John William Alcock (left) &
and a hand Stamp was applled Captain Sir Arthur Whitten Brown (right)
to each by Capt. Smith. On

reaching Australia he requested, O—t)—l &8) 00
through the Australian prime S e
Minister Willian Hughes for a

special stamp to be applied to T
each letter. The below ‘Cinderel- b ROYAUME (o 2L ; e
la’ was the compromised i 3
reached with the post office Pﬁsmﬁ;‘iﬁfjﬁ;{éﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁiﬁz 3 Sk
which was restricted by the Uni- AT, $ . . (
versal Postal Union, and so the Bahrain stamp issue in 2018 ‘ @M]

AP ~ a

stamp has no denomination.
From then onwards many cov- 1929 - Egyptain Stamp Overprinted Zeppelin

ers can be found marking the ) ) )
first commercial flights from Possibly none more impactful is

England to Australia, such as the the German stamp seen on the
one shown below. left, showing the Zeppelin flying
high over the world. Clearly indi-

cating that there
was no place that
it could not go.

1919b - Captain Ross MacPherson Smith &

This stamp set was
initially a set of 2
Competition for the fastest 3 c/o Mesopotamia Persia Corp. Ltd. Stamps of 2 and 4
flight from England to Australia FIRST ARABIAN 2 " Reichsmark with a

Lieutenant Keith MacPherson Smith « By l'M PERIAL Y

AIRWAYS. R. Brenard, Esq.,

(1918) AR MAL et Lo third valued at 1
fe—e— Persian Gulf. ; ;
ENGLAND TO INDIA i —— Reichsmark in red
Not long after, the British start- VIA THE issued in 1931.
ed to looking for faster way to ARABIAN GOAST. As can be seen the
connect Australia to England, by o cover, dates-
: OCT. Ist. 1952.
attempting to fly. tamped March 24,

1929, is addressed
to Haifa, Palestine.

Itis thus that a competition was
created to the effect. The suc-

July 1, 1932 Imperial Airways London to Brisbane Flight

cess of the challenge, is immor- Although the
talised on a stamp from Bahrain Zeppelin did not
issue in 2018, celebrating the actually stop
centenary of the event. there, the mail

was actually

dropped off in
the city of Ramal-
lah, occasionally
an arrival cancel-
lation was placed
on the mail.

1929 - Zeppelin LZ 122
al 4 Firsty Flight to the
Middle East

1919c - Australian Cinderella

THe ArRab CollecTor | Special Issue | ols sue May / June 2026 | ¥+¥1 g3/ gobo




The start of the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) (December 20, 1932)

The stamps, and therefore the
First Day Cover were issued one
year prior to the actual confer-
ence. Twenty six participating
countries were interested in
aerial routes from the Mediter-
ranean and Middle East to the
Asia Pacific region.

This was one of many meetings
that lead to the eventual forma-
tion of a world organisation to
regulate aviation. It is interest-
ing that ICAO was perhaps the
world organization that demon-
strated the viability of what is
now the United Nations (UN).
ICAO was founded on December
7, 1944, while the UN was estab-
lished on October 24, 1945.

The stamps inn themselves have
an interesting group of aircraft:

. The de Havilland Dragon
first flew on the 12th of Novem-
ber 1932, and were delivered to
the first operator (Hillman’s Air-
ways) in April the following year.

>

AASAANRARLALRIS,

; CDNGRES lNTERNATIONAL
IDAVIATION-LE (Al R 19331
WYY S~ — M‘UM <ol

A de Havilland DH.84 Dragon

P.I.C. A O.

INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL
CONFERENCE OF CIVIL AVIATION |
October 14t 1945, CAIRO-Egypi. |

Jalla A )
s 320
P T R N SR B

O et dJ:J"g £ ’/Z}"

CONGRES DE LA FEDERATION
AERONALITIQUE INTERNATIONALE

COMITE LOCAL
3. Rue Snawamey Pacia, LE CAIRE

1932a - Egypt Congress

. The Dornier Do-X was, at
the time, the largest, heaviest
and most powerful flying boat in
the world. First rolled out of the
factory in June 1929. Imperial
Airlines would fly into Alexan-
dria with one on a regular basis.

: EGYPTE 2!l _JaJl

[

v a2l v V'
AAAAA ARA

A Dornier Do-X.

. LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin was
the largest and longest airship at
the time, the first airship circum-
navigation of the world, the first
to cross the Pacific by air non-
stop.

A LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin

A few years later, now with the
ICAO and UN well established,
the Provisional International Civ-
il Aviation Organization
(P.I.C.A.O) conference was held,
in Egypt which established
Search and Rescue facilities
around the Middle East, which is
pretty much the same as is used
today.

THE ONLY STAMP ISSUED

15t DAY COVER

1 October 1946 - International Regional

Conference of Civil Aviation
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PICAO established Search and Rescue facilities

around the Middle East.
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The World’s First mass evacua-
tion by aircraft of civilians (Oc-
tober 1,1939)

Not long after this success come
another event which has been
recorded into philatelic history
by a set of stamps from Afghan-
istan.

The stamps were available in
perforated and imperf as shown
above. The stamps were re-is-
sued on the 14th of June 1948,
with similar denominations, but
with a colour change.

The aircraft flying over Kabul is a
British Westland Wapiti which
was in service with the Royal Air
Force squadrons in Iraq and In-
dia (Peshawar).

The Wapitis of the 20th RAF
squadron were used along with
de Havilland DH-9As to escort
the Vickers Type 56 Victoria
Troop carriers during the evacu-
ation of Kabul of 1928. The first
mass evacuation by aircraft of
civilians in history.

The evacuation was prompted
by the change of political status
in the country, with the religious
leaders being upset by the mod-
ernising ideas of King Amanul-
lah Khan on his return to Af-

ghanistan in 1928 following his
trip to Europe. His ideas were
seen as conflicting with religious
teachings leading to him being
labelled an infidel and a rebel-
lion began.

Fearing the repercussion of the
event to the British residents, al-
though assurances for their
safety were received from all
parties the British Legation re-
quested an airlift of the civilians
by the Royal Air Force based in
India.

The evacuation began on the
23rd of December 1928 and by
the 1st of January 1929 a total of
132 passengers had been airlift-
ed out of Kabul.

Two weeks later the King abdi-

1939 - Afghanistan

cated the throne.

Interesting to note that the last,
and biggest ever evacuation of
civilians was the airlift during
the 1990 Gulf War, when be-
tween the 13th and 20th of Oc-
tober 1990, Air India took
170,000 individuals to safety,
earning Air India a Guinness
Book if World Records award.

Free France (January 1, 1943)

The cover is not a first flight, but
rather, shows the deep connec-
tion between Syria, Lebanon
(and French Somalia) to France.
The ‘“France Libre” cachet on
the right was used to bring
awareness to the government
in exile of Charles de Gaulle dur-
ing World War Il and his strug-
gles against the Axis Powers.
Later on the 1st of August 1943,
the PArmée d’Afrique was unit-
ed with the Free French Forces
creating the French Liberation
Army, which participated in the
Normandy Landing and the inva-
sion of southern France, eventu-
ally recapturing Paris.
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The cover was
sent from Beirut
to Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. The top
stamp issued in
1930, has a bi-
plane overflying
the Kabelias
(Qabb llyas - Ara-
bic: W w3) Cas-
tle. The lower
stamp of 1937
features an im-
age of the Acrop-
olis of Baalbek.
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Admission of Yemen into the
United Nations (July 2, 1947)
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A large set of Kingdom of Yem-
en stamps were overprinted to
celebrate the flight of Prince
Saif Al Islam Abdullah of Sana’a
to New York.
The main purpose of his visit
was to request America’s sup-
port into Yemen’s admission to
the United Nations (which was - Skadden, Arps & Slat
| | - - One Willlam Street
given at the General assembly
on the 30th of September 1947),
and request special attention of
America to the Palestinian and
Egyptian problems.

Yemen Airlines was founded in
1940s by the King of Yemen.
The aircraft on the overprintis a
Douglas DC-3.

} —
gl

39/
= J. and H. STOLOW
50 WEST 46th STREET

MNEW YORK 19, N.Y.
U 5 AL

1947 - Yemen 2

1947 - Yemen Stamps
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The start of Saudi Airlines (Au-
gust 1,1949) but with the wrong
aircraft on the stamp

SAUDIA from the start of opera-
tions until 1949 only had DC-3sin
its fleet. In 1949 it received five
Bristol 170s Mark 21E, but nei-
ther of these aircrafts are re-
flected on the above stamp. The
aircraft in the stamp (one of 6 in
the set) above is of an aircraft
type that never existed, but has
an interesting story:

Even before the first DC-3 ever
flew, a few major airlines in
America were looking for even
better performance from their
aircraft and got together to fi-
nance a new aircraft design. The
concept was to use the initial
concept of the DC-3 but make it
larger.

The concept, using only 2 en-
gines created a problem for the
designers to cope with a poten-
tial engine loss they opted to
have three vertical stabilisers
(tails).

As the concept grew in the de-
sign with many additional fea-
tures, the two engine initial de-
sign became a four engine
aircraft. Its first flight was on
June 7, 1938 and was a great
success leading to the actual
production aircraft known as
the DC-4, and had a single verti-
cal stabiliser. The initial proto-
type was later renamed the DC-
4E (E for experimental).

The single initial DC-4 was in
1939 bought by the Imperial Jap-
anese Airways and is claimed
that, onits first flight with them,
it crashed into the Tokyo Bay,
but another version says that
the Japanese used it to back-en-
gineer the aircraft leading to the

development of their own
bomber the Nakaiima Gs5N
bomber.
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Saudi Arabia Stamp

1 August 1949

\
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b AIR 20 MAIL
i CENTS

UNITED STATES OFAMERICA

USA Stamp

2S5 June 1941

1949

Surprisingly, although the air-
craft, as on the Saudi stamp
above, never existed, it’s most
likely derived from similar
stamps issued by the USA Postal
services, between 1941 to 1944
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- Saudi

with an aircraft with a design
suggestive of a DC-3 with a triple
rudder layout.
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First recorded commercial
flight disrupted by a Sandstorm
(July 7, 1963)

It’s not very often that you get a
first flight not reaching its in-
tended destination, with the pe-
culiarity of it being recorded on
covers.

The first flight, as can be ob-
served on the above covers, was
unable to land in Kuwait due to
a sandstorm. Sandstorms, even
today can affect flights. Al-
though there is nothing indicat-
ing where the aircraft diverted

Apreqyd

to, the aircraft certainly had the
range to reach Cairo (its next
scheduled stop), it’s a question
if it had sufficient fuel for it.

The second flight, a week later,
as more lucky. Thankfully weath-
er forecast has improved dra-
matically since.

There are much more interest-
ing stories to tell from aviation
postal history covers from the
region, which I’m in the process
of accumulating to eventually
create a book on the subject.

LUFTHANSA

&
JE Ty 5

KUWAIT
H Gag LH &49 7.7.1963
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LLA, ) ey ﬁ,_. R. B. Roquette
; Interessengemainschaft e e— Aditpoirlt
| LUFTHANSA- poste 1estante
E Asrophilatelie e. V. KUWAIT
e LT

Karachi - (Kuwait) - Cairo
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Hong Kong - Kuwait
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The book was published under the International Standard Book Number (ISBN): 978-977-95-6667-2. Copies of the
book can be obtained directly from the author via WhatsApp at the number: +201554404000. The author also
announced, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the founding of “The Arab Collector” magazine, a special
discount of 10% for the magazine’s readers, in an initiative that reflects the keenness to support sports culture and
postal documentation among those interested, researchers and collectors.
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My deepest thanks go to Adel Sabry Wanis, my Agent in Egypt since April 1980.
A few days after formulating our plans, he said "It will be as if you are in

Egypt three hundred and sixty-five days a year." It has been better than that;
Adel has sent me a comps, and has taken an interest in Egyptian revenues that
I couldn't have asked for a more capable agent & collaborator.
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were made with some difficulty in the Provinee of Behera and in the northern portions
of Gharbich and Dakahlich. The difliculty arvee owing to the lateness of the cotton
cmts‘ Nevertheless, out of a total collection due for the year of £E1,433,150, only
£E94,633 remained uncollected at the end of December, and of sum over
£E20,000 was collected in January.

I wish, in connection with thissubject, to record ml\;:lpinion that Egypt hassustained
a very heavy lossin the premature death of Sir Elwin Palmer, who, in various capacities,
rendered most eminent services to the Egyptian Government and people.  Sir Elwin
Palmer, I may observe, when he occupied the post of Financial Adviser, took a leading
part in the initiation of the system under which small loans are made to the Egyptian
cultivators, and this at a time when comparatively few believed in the success of the
measure.

= “Egypt,” No. 1 (1906), p. 35.
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At the beginning of World War II in September
1939, Egypt experienced relative calm while
conflict raged in Europe. However, the major
shock for Egypt occurred on June 10, 1940, when
Italy declared war. This declaration significantly
altered the country>s economic situation. Naviga-
tion in the Mediterranean became exceedingly
dangerous, leading to a scarcity of shipping and a
sharp decline in exports, particularly cotton.

By late June 1942, German and Italian troops were
advancing swiftly from the west, bringing them
within 60 miles of Alexandria. It seemed quite
impossible to stop this overwhelming advance.
Despite the countrys ; pre——
resilience, a run on the
banks was expected in
such circumstances. The
National Bank had to face
massive withdrawals by
depositors and by other
banks too. Cash flowed
out of the banks> vaults L
throughout the country, ‘
causing a dramatic in- }
crease in the amount of
banknotes in circulation.

The National Bank>s

reserves fell from 22.2

THe ArAb CollecToR |
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Sl the Nav,t‘ionaIBa‘nk of Egypt

Eng. Magdy Hanaty
Egypt

million pounds to a mere 8 million pounds by end
of June 1942.

In response to this critical situation, the board of
directors of the National Bank convened an emer-
gency meeting on the same day. The members
were informed that the volume of banknote issu-
ance had increased by 13.7 million pounds in just
four days. Consequently, the bank>s stock of
banknotes was at risk of running out within a few
days if previously ordered amounts from England
did not arrive on time. The risks associated with
maritime navigation due to the war have disrupted

these shipments.

10 Pounds bill - ragged and cancelled (moratorium)
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100 Pounds bill - ragged (unfit to circulate)

On the same day, a meeting was subsequently held
at the Ministry of Finance. Attendees included the
Undersecretary of the Ministry, a representative
from the National Bank of Egypt, and the Superin-
tendent of the Survey Department. The purpose of
the meeting was to discuss the possibility of
entrusting the Survey Department with printing
banknotes in Egypt as an exceptional measure due
to the emergency circumstances.

The meeting concluded with several provisional
decisions, the most important of which was the
decision to reintroduce ragged banknotes, deemed
unfit for circulation, back into circulation.
However, the proposal to reintroduce damaged
banknotes that are designated for incineration and
stamped with the kANNULE» stamp -indicating
that they are no longer in circulation, and which
banks refer to as «moratorium» notes- was reject-
ed. They took this decision to avoid causing confu-
sion in transactions among the public.

The Survey Department also committed to making
every effort to print some denominations of
banknote as quickly as possible.

Four days after the Ministry of Finance meeting,

on July 6, 1942, the Survey Department successful-

May / June 2026 | Y+Y1 g9/ 9olo
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ly printed 6 million pounds in 100-pound bank-
notes, totaling 60,000 notes. This effort aimed to
prevent the crisis from escalating and ensure a
stable supply of banknotes in the markets.

This issue was printed on watermarked paper with
a repeating pattern of the royal crown and the
letter (8) «F» covering the entire surface. This is
the same type of paper previously used by the
Survey Department for the printing of the third
issue of the 10-piastre banknote M3 (.10) PT
known as the Temple or Karnak banknote, which

entered into circulating on February 6, 1942.

Surprisingly, the course of military operations
shifted, and the advance of the German and Italian
troops was halted at El Alamein. Confidence was
restored, and mass withdrawal of banknote
stopped. This issue, however, was never put into
circulation and even destroyed, for fear of forfeit.
It was later possible, though, to obtain a single
100-pound note printed by the Survey Depart-
ment and bearing the stamp “SPECIMEN?”. This is
the only known example of this exceptional issue
to date.

The historical significance of this banknote arises
from the fact that it was never put into circulation.
Besides, it reflects a common practice of the
monetary authorities to always keep an archival

The Arab CollecTor |




specimen of every issue for documentation pur- understanding the evolution of Egyptian monetary
poses. Additionally, it is regarded as one of the rar- policy during World War II.

est Egyptian banknotes due to its immense docu-

mentary and historical significance in
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INTERNATIONAL
PHALERISTICS

ASSOCIATION

Elie Ghossoub

Lebanon

T he International Phaleristics Association (IPA) is a dynamic non-profit organization dedicated to the
study, preservation, and promotion of orders, decorations, medals, and awards from around the
world. Founded in 2020, the Association brings together a global community of historians, collectors,
researchers, and enthusiasts who share a passion for Phaleristics — the study and collecting of orders,
decorations, and medals (ODMs) issued by states, organizations, or military bodies to recognize merit,

service, or bravery.

A key strength of the IPA lies
in its international character.
Its Board of Directors is com-
posed of distinguished mem-
bers from a wide range of
countries, including Lebanon,
India, the United States, the
United Kingdom, France, An-
dorra, South Africa, the Neth-
erlands, Greece and China.
With more than 491 members
from 195 countries this diver-
sity ensures a broad perspec-
tive and enriches the Associ-
ation’s work with varied
expertise and cultural in-
sight.
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The IPA has rapidly estab-
lished itself as a recognized
platform for knowledge ex-
change and scholarly collabo-
ration. Its mission centers on
documenting and safeguard-
ing the heritage of medals
and decorations while en-
couraging research and edu-
cation in this specialized field.

The Association offers its
members a range of activities
and resources, including a
growing international net-
work, access to a comprehen-
sive medals database, and the
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publication of its quarterly
journal, The Phalerist which
has now reached 14 issues, all
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available for members to view free of
charge. Through articles, research papers,
and news updates, the journal contributes
to advancing awareness and e x-
pertise in Phaleristics.

In addition, the IPA organizes meetings,
lectures, and exhibitions, creating oppor-
tunities for members to connect and share
their knowledge. With participants span-
ning numerous countries, the organization
plays a key role in fostering international
cooperation and inspiring a new genera-
tion to appreciate the historical, cultural,
and artistic significance of orders and med-
als.

Membership is free with no obligations at
all: https://phaleristics.org/

The following are illustrative Examples of
Orders and Decorations Documented by
the International Phaleristics Association:

e PHALERIST

THE JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL
e PHALERISTICS ASSOCIATION

CELEBRATING THREE YEARS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL PHALERISTICS ASSOCIATION

4¢ PHALERIST

THE JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL
PHALERISTICS ASSOCIATION

L. 4 - 1SSUE o
APR - JUN 2026
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Libya Kingdom — Order of independence Grand Cordon
el CL:I‘:}U JNazY! plg — 2l A

Egypt — Order of Merit Grand Cordon
Y CLi)N BlizcY! plug - pae
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Lebanon - Order of Merit Grand Cordon
el CL&‘@H Sla=eY! erj -old

Somalia — Order of the star Grand Cordon

SV L el ply = Jlagdll
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China — Order of the Double Dragon

Cj;;»L‘ e fl"”j - opeal!

Bibliography
. The International Phaleristics Association (IPA)
. Elie Ghossoub founder and president of the IPA
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Book Review

SYRIAN
MONEY

1919-2026

Adnan Djaroueh

We are delighted to highlight the new publication by the
historian and researcher in the field of Syrian currency, Mr
Adnan Jarouh, entitled:

Syrian Money 1919-2026

This work is the expanded and updated English edition of a
long-term research project spanning several years, docu-
menting the history of Syrian currency from 1919 to the
latest issues of 2026, with a comprehensive overview of pa-
per and coin currency, along with their associated historical
and technical details.

The book stands out as a comprehensive encyclopaedic ref-
erence that combines meticulous documentation with im-
ages, tables and historical analysis. It covers currency issues,
issuing authorities, signatures, specifications, errors and
changes across various historical periods, making it one of
the most important specialist references in the field of Syr-
ian numismatics.

This publication also stands out as an important step in
conveying this historical legacy to readers and researchers
worldwide in English, and in broadening its international
reach.

For enquiries and orders:

- Mr Makram Haddad

- Telephone: +9613258129

- Email: numisfolio@gmail.com

- Location: Lebanon (with the option to enquire about in-
ternational shipping)

Author: Adnan Jarouh
This work represents an important addition to the Syrian
and Arab library, and serves as an essential reference for

coin collectors and researchers in the history of Syrian nu- ¢

mismatics.
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A MESSAGE OF
GRATITUDE

w0
DY AL AL

The team at The Arab Collector extends its deepest oalaeg Sl pallo «g =)l il de 33,8 flﬁlﬁ
gratitude, utmost respect, and appreciation to all el .2 s N
collectors, researchers, writers, and esteemed advisors O licudly «lSdly o= lly Slsg)! gz Jl paad)
who have championed our journey with their steadfast 35 Ly poiud] Goimh) egosds Igag T odd Loy
encouragement and invaluable scholarly contributions PEIess ] ° R . u—’ L:Lo
over the past decade. (oWl il Jlsh dazdl) disdly deals)
What began in 2016 as an ambitious shared vision i

has, through your dedication and passion, evolved J3o5 U3 Blgg)) mesd dogeb 8,SaS VeVl ale § oo b )
into a definitive cultural and academic system—serv- . S iian s .. . - . R
ing as a trusted reference for thousands of enthusiasts Legolls 435 doglaie ] §ymbl SKakds oSoMls] Jady
and researchers across the Arab world and beyond. Gl bl gl § iU GYY Ggige ole & 09 «dsxwl)
You have been, and remain, the true cornerstone of = . S ) = il

every milestone achieved, and the driving force zles US § ol el —Oallss VYo— oS wd) dayls

propelling this publication forward into our 23rd issue s : 59 Brek] 04 . Ul od oLiaz
and the future. We look forward to continuing this Boae G Langhis bl ode slyezull ,SYI Il

rich journey of preservation and discovery alongside &bty (3893l ples oI 4l JUs .y Loy oy pisdly CIL)
you toward even broader horizons. T BT sou | 1is dlalsb
N pea GS&A slas)

At this historic milestone, we also pause with deep

reverence and loyalty to honor the memory of our e . ) ...
dear colleagues, researchers, and fellow collectors who BILY o oyl eldd)y Siid) clBgs UMe) dady ads LS
have passed away. Though they are no longer with us, o o i PO 18yl 3 o
they left an indeﬂble magrk upgn the pagesgof our mag- 1553 O asy Bl |3;)\>Lc e 0196'”? <= tdls
azine and enriched the wider Arab collecting commu- @) LBY maizms 19 3ly il Oilnbio § o2é Y Slovas
nity with their profound knowledge and enduring ) N

passion. The intellectual legacy they printed within o sohw § g odabl Gy=bl @ab] b (padidy eools
this system will remain forever alive—preserving their oo desldl JLaYI oaloo yhasmll oal,S3 o To deolazl
fragrant memory and continuing to inspire future o i s y

generations of collectors. 8lsg)!
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