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Vladimir Kachan

Belarus

Butterﬂies have a special place
in the insect world. These in-
credible beauty creations of na-
ture at all times amaze people
with their incredible variety of
colors, bizarre shapes and intri-
cate designs. The names such as
“Flying Jewels” indicate that
butterflies are considered as be-
ing beautiful, elusive and fasci-
nating.

The butterfly emerging from
chrysalis must choose a sunny
day and gently stretch and wave
its four perfectly balanced wings
to release solar energy for a life
of enormous activity. Likewise,
every philatelist who creates
thematic collection “Lepidop-
tera” strives to direct his energy
towards the search for rare and
unknown philatelic material that
will adorn the collection. The so-
called artworks and experimen-
tal design of butterfly postage
stamps can become real gems
of the philatelic collection.

(Figure 1)

June 2022 | ¥-YY Oly5e /e
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(Figure 1 - The original final hand painted artwork for one of the values from Somalia 1961 stamp

design butterflies set).

The first postage stamps featur-
ing a specific species of butterfly
began to be issued by postal ad-
ministrations since the 1950s. One
of the finest butterfly postage
stamp issues is a set of Lebanon
1965. These attractive airmail

stamps, printed by the engraving
process and picturing different
species of butterflies, are very
popular with thematic collectors.
But experienced philatelists can
also expand their collection with
ten Lebanese artworks from 1965
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depicting butterflies. These artist
drawings are 136x90mm in size
(the final drawing in the set is
134x106mm) and are made with
acrylic on cardboard (Figure 2)

(Figure 2 — Set from ten artworks of Lebanon

1965 with butterflies).

The 1960s were especially marked
in the world of philately with the
issue of postage stamps depicting
butterflies. Over 65 countries have
“honored” species of Lepidoptera
by 310 butterfly and 115 moth
stamps by the end of 1966. Curious
philatelists can also expand their
thematic collection with four 1966
Mauritanian butterfly multicolor
artworks. (Figure 3)

were drawn by artists with both a
monochrome background and a
decorative background, including
four species of butterfly each, Pre-
liminary artworks are made in wa-
tercolors
on card-
board and
have a size
of 11 x 9.5
cm and 10.5
X 10.5 cm.
The Iatest
version of
the artwork
has been
done in sev-
eral color
schemes,
one of
which has
been ap-
proved for
postage
stamp
printing.
(Figure 4)

(Figure S - Sketch of German postage stamp

depicting butterfly “For the Youth” made in 1961).

A tender was announced among
ten German artists to determine
which graphic artist would offer
the guarantee of the best solution.
In this way, many preliminary art-
works have been prepared, some
of which are presented here.
(Figure 6).
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(Figure 4 — Four types of preliminary artworks

with butterflies of North Korea 1962).

In 1961, the Federal Ministry of
Post and Telecommunications of
Germany decided to start prepar-
ing a new set postage stamps ‘for

ForosTes

&

LE—-

(Figure 3 — Four unique artworks of Mauritania

1966 depicting butterflies).

Philatelists are well aware of a set
of four North Korean postage
stamps  depicting  butterflies,
which were released into circula-
tion on March 13, 1962. But few
people know that in the process of
preparing for this issue, at least
four series of preliminary artworks

The Arab CollecTor |

the youth’, which will be repeated
each year and whose knock-on
prizes are dedicated to promoting
youth work. The 1962 motif should
have been a beautiful colored but-
terfly (Figure 5).

This theme was chosen in order to
create, in connection with attrac-
tive colors, funny, colorful struc-
tures that mainly appeal to young
people.

In this rich selection was a whole
series graphically excellent solu-
tions illustrating the colors of the
butterfly world. The Art Advisory
Board has determined the best
solutions of Karl Oskar Blase
proved to be particularly suitable,
because they are committed to a
strong natural nearness and super-
impose the multicolor with a strict-
ly geometric-looking network of
lines, whereby the required brand-
like bondage is achieved. A set of
four colorful German postage
stamps with butterflies was pro-
duced in multicolor offset printing
at the
Bundes-
druckerei
Berlin and
issued for
postage
on May§
25, 1962.
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The design was seen by
the Postmaster Gener-
al’s Stamp Advisory
Committee on 20 No-
vember 1962 and unfor-
tunately rejected.

(Figure 6 — Four not accepted preliminary
artworks of Germany with different species of

butterflies “For the Youth” 1962).

In June 1961, L. J. Cheney, Chief In-
formation Officer of the Minister
for Science of Great Britain, wrote
to Mr. Blackmore of Nature Con-
servancy asking for events that
might justify a special stamp. One
was ‘National Nature Week’ over
the period 18 to 25 May 1963, the
main emphasis of which was to
conserve wild life and natural habi-
tats. The week was being organ-
ised by the Council for Nature, a
voluntary organisation founded by
the Duke of Edinburgh in 1958, rep-
resenting natural history societies
with a total of 80,000 members.
The General Post Office supported
this decision and a meeting by the
GPO on 7 September 1962 recom-
mended special stamp in 1963 for
‘National Nature Week’. The Postal
Services Department sent out invi-
tations on 28 September 1962 to
six artists indicating that designs
had to include ‘National Nature
Week’ in full. By the time the com-
petition ended on November 12,
1962, 28 designs had been submit-
ted. One of these designs, present-
ed by artist Robert Sellar, featured
a gorgeous swallowtail butterfly

(Figure 7).
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(Figure 7 - Unadopted experimental design 1962
for British stamp ‘National Nature Week’

depicting the Swallowtail butterfly).

June 2022 | Y-YY lyje /ods

The secrets of philat-
ely are revealed to the
inquisitive. The Italian
artist Giovanni Savini
was the author of sev-
eral Italian postage
stamps issued in the 1960s. In 1960
he prepared four designs on card-
board for Italian postage stamps
with colorful butterflies However,
no such postage stamps were is-
sued. (Figure 8)

[POSTE TALIANE

CARAX I:S‘}'.f\ SUS

(Figure 8 — Four designs 1960 from Italian painter

Giovanni Savini with butterfly stamps).

Butterflies are one of our favourite
creatures in the animal kingdom.
They look like living flowers, the
quirkiness and brightness of their
color is truly fabulous. They are
fragile and beautiful, carry some
fascinating, elusive mystery. But-
terflies are among the most majes-
tic of insects. Their vivid colours
and striking patterns are mesmer-
ising both in nature and in museum
collections. Senegal is a country on
Africa’s west coast with a rich
French colonial heritage and many
natural attractions. Between May
27 -June 10, 1963, Mr. M.E. Skinazi,
the Deputy Director General of
Posts and Telecommunications at
the French Overseas Ministry, ap-
proved the elaborated projects of
six postage stamps depicting Afri-
can butterflies in natural colors for

the Republic of Senegal Contem-
plating the beauty of a butterfly is
like contemplating the sky, so nec-
essary for every person. (Figure 9)

DEPUBLOUE DU SENEEA
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(Figure 9 — Approved projects of Senegal 1963

postage stamps featuring butterflies).
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(Figure 9 — Approved projects of Senegal 1963

postage stamps featuring butterflies).

Famous English entomologist Wil-
liam Kirby wrote that insects ‘com-
bined and concentrated almost all
that is either beautiful and grace-
ful, interesting and alluring, or curi-
ous and singular’. This is largely the
case for butterflies. Butterflies are
among nature’s most beautiful
gifts to mankind They have been
admired and studied for centuries;
every art form has used; their col-
our and design as an embellish-
ment; and every man, woman and
child has seen them. This is remark-
able. In a period when man is con-
scious as perhaps never before of
his environment he remains all but
oblivious of one of its greatest
charms. (Figure 10)

Currently, about 250 countries
and territories have dedicated
postage stamps to butterflies and
moths, and many more new phila-
telic discoveries await researchers
Author always glad to share his ex-
perience and to help for philate-
lists with Butterfly theme in im-
proving their philatelic collections.
(Figure 11)

Please write for author by e-mail:
vladimirkachan@mail.ru

Post address is: Vladimir Kachan,
street Kulibina 9 - 49, Minsk-52,
BY-220052, Republic of Belarus.

(Figure 10, below — Unique final design of Biafra

1968 set stamps with butterflies — fantastic

(Figure 11 - Proof in dark brown color of

Czechoslovakia 1955 with one from early butterfly

philatelic items).

image).
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COFPIE

ORDRE

(A insérer en frangais et
en arabe dans tous les jour-
naux de la zéne est etouest a
afficher dans les deux langues
dans toute la zdne est )

En exécution du paragrphe
de lultumatum du 14 Juiilet
1920 acce.té par le gouverne-
ment de Damas. ’

La monnace Syrienne, est
mise par la Banque de Syrie,
en exécution de ses conveniicn
avet le gouvernement Frangais,
au cours forcé et libératoire dans
la zdne est de la Syrie, au méme
tiire que dans la zéne ouest elle
devra étre accepté cn paciment
pour sa valeur au cours du jour
et pour toute opération qu’elic
puisse éfre la cause ou l'objet.

Tout refus d'accepter la
monnaie Syrienne, toute man-
oeuvre ayant pout but cu pour
effet de déprécier la valeur de
cette monnaie seront déférés}
aux tribunaux militaires.

Damas, le 20 Juillet 1920

pour copie conforms,

Damas, le 30 Juillot 1920 le

Colonel Toulat chef de la mis-
sion militaire francaise, signe:

TOUILLAT.

Le Général Goybet, com-

mandant les trouses d'qg_:qgg-
tion, signe: GOYBET
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GORDON CURRENCY IS FOUND iN EGYTPT.

The discovery in the vaults of the Egyptian Government of a quantity of
bank notes, issued in 1884 by General Gordon while he was besieged by the
Mahdist forces, which has been announced at Khartoum, Egypt, by Sir John
Loader Maffey, Governor-General of the Sudan, makes available to numis-
matic experts and collectors one of the rarest issues of fiat money in the
history of paper exchange

e B Ognypr 2538 K3, | Slegast] o il p

dakl & sl ldy fs o Gl Lzed o Bl 358

0051 elxb}‘ ol e Dl JI hols L}‘ lazge Llas 4S50 ,0Y) dasosd] Sluwyl VAT ele )Jss'ST L)
A e Ologlebl o waze oo Hludzed Gud § eld) (Sl
chattels. On 26th April he made his first issue of paper | (5. Sl 092 _puesl) Llas doyl 0y90 s Uls 3lysYl
money to the extent of £2500, redeemable in six months, o s e e o
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SIR ELWIN PALMER K.C.B., K.C. M.G.

GOVERNOR OF THE “NATIONAL BANK OF EGYPT.”
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THE SPHINX

Y IN EGYPT. ==

m Sir Thomas Wentworth, the| Much sympathy is fo v
tmi_fonl, Lord Lieutenant of Ire- | the family u&ir}ﬂwi:‘l’{:rm;“ t!gr I‘:;imer by n
:ul impeachment for high treason | turn which his illness has taken. « A sflnr:' r:u‘?s
(_,'omm:mn at the hands of Pym ' age Sir Elwin,who was thought u. be pros Sdesh
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